Billing Code 4210- 32P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSI NG AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
[ Docket No. FR-4685-N-01]
Noti ce of Request for Conments on
bstacles to the Participation of
Fai t h- Based and O her Conmunity Organizations

AGENCY: Ofice of the Secretary; Center for Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives, HUD
ACTI ON: Notice of request for comments.
SUVVARY: This Notice invites interested parties to conment on
regul atory, contracting and ot her progranmatic obstacles to the
participation of faith-based and other community organizations in
HUD s grant fundi ng prograns.
DATES: Comment Due Date: July 5, 2001

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are invited to submt comrents
regarding this Notice to the Rules Docket Clerk, Ofice of
CGeneral Counsel, Room 10278, Departnent of Housing and U ban
Devel opnent, 451 Seventh Street, S.W, Wshington, D.C 20410.
Communi cati ons should refer to the above docket nunber and title.
A copy of each conmunication submtted will be available for
public inspection and copying between 7:30 a.m and 5:30 p. m
weekdays at the above address.

FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT: Loyd LaMdis, Center for Faith-
Based and Conmunity Initiatives, Room 10286, 451 Seventh Street,

S. W, Washington, D.C. 20410-2000. Tel ephone nunber (202) 708-



2404. A tel ecommunications device (TDD) for hearing and speech
i npai red persons is available at (202) 708-0455. (These are not
toll-free nunbers.)
SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON:

Executive Order 13198, entitled "Agency Responsibilities
Wth Respect to Faith-Based and Community Initiatives" and issued
on January 29, 2001, requires, anong other actions, certain
Executive Departnents, including HUD, to inventory current
prograns in order to identify any existing or perceived
i npedi ments "to the participation of faith-based and ot her
community organi zations in the delivery of social services by the
departnent, including but not limted to regul ations, rules,
orders, procurenent, and other internal policies and practices,
and outreach activities that either facially discrimnate agai nst
or otherw se discourage or di sadvantage the participation of
faith-based and ot her comrunity organi zations in Federal
prograns.” To assist in carrying out this action, HUD is
requesting coments that identify specific issues with HUD
prograns that in any way di scourage or inhibit participation of
fai th-based and communi ty-based groups. Exanples m ght include
bur densone application, docunentation or reporting requirenents,
or requirenents for a mandatory organi zational structure (e.qg.,
501(c)(3) status). HUD will consider the coments received in
conducting its review to determ ne whether any regul ations or
procedures may discrimnate against religious or |ocal groups

participation in HUD prograns.



Under this notice, HUD is requesting that commenters
specifically focus on the foll ow ng prograns:

Communi ty Devel opnent Bl ock G ant

HOVE

Housi ng Vouchers, including HOPE VI

HOPE VI Revitalization Gants

Sec. 202 (el derly housing)
Sec. 811 (housing for people with disabilities)

Conti nuum of Care, 3 prograns

Supportive Housi ng

Shelter Plus Care

Sec. 8 Mod. Rehab (SRO

Housi ng for Persons Living with Al DS ( HOPWA)

Fam |y Sel f-Sufficiency

Single-famly progranms entailing HUD approval of nonprofits

Housi ng counsel i ng

HUD honmes (REO di sposition)

203 nortgage i nsurance program

Yout hBui | d

For each of these funding prograns, HUD especially wants
comments to address the follow ng questions:

1. Are there restrictive conditions that constrict the
participation of faith-based and comunity-based organi zati ons?

2. How are restrictions nmani fested or applied (specifically
identify the provision which you believe creates the restrictive
condition and explain how it prevents participation by
Fai t h- Based and commrunity-based organi zations. Also if possible
gi ve a specific exanple):

a. |In Departnental regulations;

b. Inthe eligibility criteria in Notices of Funding
Avai l ability (NOFAs);

c. In Requests for Proposals (RFPs);

d. In grant nonitoring;



e. |In guidance the Departnment gives its State and | oca
gover nnent partners;

f. In contract or grant manuals; and

g. In guidance to grant nmanagers?

3. Are any information collection, subm ssion or nonitoring
requi renents duplicative or unduly burdensone?

In addition, HUD requests that comrenters identify any
positive program practices or procedures that presently
facilitate, or that would increase, the participation of faith-
based and other community organi zati ons.

Comrents not covered by the above specific interest areas
are wel cone.

HUD seeks specific information, e.g., the nane of the
program the form etc., where the inpedinent or the positive
practice is found. It will also be helpful if respondents
i ndi cat e whet her they have ever applied (successfully or
unsuccessfully) for the program or otherw se been involved with
t he progran(s).

For comments on the CDBG or HOVE prograns and the Conti nuum
of Care process, it will help if the comrent identifies the
jurisdiction that adm nistered the program i.e., the rel evant

State, county or nmunicipal governnent.



HUD al so requests that the comments provide the nanme, size,
and | ocation of the nonprofit, faith-based, or other organization
submtting the comments, and identify a contact person to permt

HUD to foll owup on the concerns and issues raised.

DATE: May 29, 2001

Robi n McDonal d, Director
Center for Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives

[ FR- 4685- N- 01]



